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eliminate therefrom the industrial census. In consequence of this decision, other 
censuses probably will be taken (industrial properties, habitations, etc.) so as to 
furnish continuous work for the census office, which will thus become a permanent 
institution instead of a provisional arrangement as in the past. The possibility of 
economy by the use of calculating machines has suggested the abandonment of the 
system of individual bulletins for the family schedule. These will probably be done 
by the Powers machine. 

The questions to be asked on this family schedule have not been formulated defi- 
nitely as yet. At the session of the Superior Council of Statistics a permanent com- 
mittee was appointed, consisting of Professors Benini, Gini, and Montaro, the Hon. 
Beneduce, and Dr. Aschiari, directors of the Central Office of Statistics. One of the 
duties of this committee will be the preparation of the family schedule. The Superior 
Council will have the final decision, however. 

Questions concerning the sick (blindness and deafness) will be omitted, and the 
gathering of data about the killed in war, the mutilated, the decorated, etc., will be 
taken care of in the special statistics soon to be prepared by the Minister of War. 
In place of these questions, a new one will be introduced regarding the number of 
children borne by each mother, and the date of birth of the first child. The schedule 
will also include a question concerning the use of the Italian language in the homes of 
the people. If this question is answered in the affirmative, the reply must be made 
in the Italian language. This last question has been adopted in order to determine 
with exactness the number of the population speaking a foreign language within the 
boundaries of the country. 

There will be several other specific questions. The one concerning literacy will 
ascertain not only whether a person can read, but also what studies he has completed. 
A person will be asked in what religion he was reared and what religion, if any, he 
professes then. With this new questionnaire not only persons regularly married 
(civil and religious) will be recorded, but also those married only by the religious 
ceremony, as well as those of Common Law unions. These questions are deemed 
advisable because of the increasing number of these Common Law marriages permit- 
ted as legal during the war. It was also considered important by the Council that 
the census should be furnished with a classification of the professions which would 
serve as a reliable guide to the people, and would secure uniformity for the judges who 
direct them. 

The Superior Council, in closing, voted that contemporaneously with the popula- 
tion census of the kingdom a census of the colonies (Tripoli, Cirenaica, Eritrea, So- 
malia) should also be taken, as well as one of all Italians residing in foreign lands. 
In the accomplishment of this last, two methods will be resorted to: (1) Assistance 
will be asked of the consular authorities, commercial agencies, emigration inspectors, 
and cooperative Italian societies in foreign countries; and (2) census enumerators 
will obtain from the inhabitants of the kingdom the names of their relatives residing 
in other countries. These and other points of interest will be considered at future 
meetings of the Supreme Council. The date of the next meeting was to be announced 
by the first of January, 1921. 

C. Gini. 



THE INTERNATIONAL LABOR OFFICE 

Of considerable interest to the members of the American Statistical Association are 
the announcements that have recently come to America of the activities and publica- 
tions of the International Labor Office of the League of Nations whose headquarters 
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are at Geneva, Switzerland. The regular periodical publications are three: the 
Monthly International Labor Review, the Bulletin, and the Daily Summary. 

The Monthly International Labor Review appears in January, 1921, and is to be pub- 
lished in French and in English. "It is to be a scientific tabular publication contain- 
ing articles, statistics, and information relating to labor and industry of interest and 
value to employers, workers, and governments. It will contain contributions by well- 
known economists, employers, and trade union leaders as well as articles prepared in 
the International Labor Office." 

The Bulletin is a weekly publication and has appeared regularly since September, 
1920, in French and in English, and since October in German. The purpose of the 
Bulletin is to supply information with regard to the activities of the International La- 
bor Organization. " It contains the texts of official documents, reports of meetings of 
the governing body and the various international commissions (on unemployment, 
emigration, etc.) as well as general- information with regard to the progress of 
the office. It also contains particulars with regard to the action taken by the differ- 
ent nations, members of the organization, to give effect to the decisions of the Annual 
Conference." 

The Daily Summary has appeared since September 1, 1920, and is published in 
French and in English. It contains brief notes on important current events relating 
to labor and industry. 

Of the irregular periodical publications there are four types: studies and reports, 
bibliographical series, legislative series, and reports of the International Labor Con- 
ference. The studies and reports contain short reports and articles on subjects of 
immediate importance and fall into the following fourteen series : (a) industrial activ- 
ity in its relation to questions of labor; (b) economic relations; (c) employment and 
unemployment; (d) conditions of labor; (e) social insurance; (f) safety; (g) indus- 
trial hygiene; (h) conditions of life of the workers; (i) cooperation; (j) protection of 
women and children; (k) education; (1) agriculture; and (m) questions affecting sea- 
men. Twenty or more of these special reports and studies have already been pub- 
lished. The bibliographical series contain general bibliographical lists of publications, 
both official and non-official, and special annotated bibliographies relating to particu- 
lar subjects. The legislative series is a continuation in a new form of the series for- 
merly published by the old International Labor Office at Basle. A good many of the 
texts of laws, decrees, orders, and regulations affecting labor in various countries have 
already been published. 

The non-periodical publications consist chiefly of special reports which are the re- 
sults of important special investigations or researches by the International Labor 
Office. Similar studies made outside the office may also be published. There have 
already been published special reports on Labor Conditions in Soviet Russia and An 
Introductory Memorandum on Production. This latter publication brings into com- 
parison statistics relating to production, prices, transportation, exchange, hours of 
labor, and kindred matters having to do with labor costs and production per man in 
several of the more important industrial countries of the world. 



FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE CENTENARY 

The one-hundredth anniversary of the birth of Florence Nightingale occurred on 
May 12, 1920. The event was celebrated throughout the United States and Canada 
by schools of nursing and by medical and public health societies. Emphasis was 
placed in these celebrations upon the achievements of Miss Nightingale in founding 



